Arthur Sails for England in March       [1805
that he had deprived the child of his protector, and must
therefore make good the loss ?
There is much one would like to know concerning the
relations of these two, the white man and the little Indian
child. That they were happy ones, admits of no possible
doubt, for Arthur Wellesley's love of children was proverbial.
But it would be interesting to know the other side of the
picture. Did Salabut Khan make a hero of his protector,
the great white warrior? Did he love him and long for
the moments spent in the sunshine of his presence ? Did
he grieve at his departure ?
These things are hidden in the records of the past But
though hidden they will never be lost, for the ripples of this
act of mercy, thrown like a stone into the waters of time,
go on for ever into the ocean of eternity.
There was also another protege who occupied Arthur's
thoughts before leaving India.
Upon my departure from hence [he wrote Major Shawe] I am exceed-
ingly anxious about the fate of my Brigade Major, Lieutenant Colin
Campbell, of the y8th regt. . . . from whom I have received great
assistance . . . I did not know him by name when I saw him distinguish
himself in the storm of Ahmednuggur, and I immediately appointed him
my Brigade Major; and in the battle of Assye he had either two or three
horses shot under him, and ever since he has rendered me most important
assistance.
He is only a Lieutenant in the y8th regiment, but I have frequently
recommended him to General Lake for promotion, and he will get it by
seniority in his regiment, it is to be hoped, before much time will elapse.
But in the mean .time, I should be much flattered and obliged . . .
if the Governor-General would take him into his family.1
A few days after writing the above Arthur "Wellesley sailed
for England on board ELMS. Trident* and another chapter
of his life was closed.
1 Dispatches, Vol. II, p. 604.
* Having paid forfeit to the Captain of the Indiaman, from whom he
had taken a passage, General WeBesiey accepted ate invitaitkm from 4%-
Admiral & saS in HJ&S. Tn&nt. : .